
Jill Orr: Antipodean Epic  

Humanities’ survival depends on seed, the ultimate container of life but as 
climate and consequently environment is changing, seed has become 
contested ground. Political, scientific, environmental and ethical debate 
surround both GM seed and its reliance on the global monopoly of a few 
mega agri-businesses. This is starkly contrasted by localized heritage seed 
closely guarded for its un-tampered quality. Both forms of seed production are 
charged with the task of feeding populations as they grow exponentially into 
the future. Here lies part of our challenge.  

Antipodean Epic is a poetic journey that incorporates seed both in abundance 
and scarcity. The work utilizes costume to create three characters, or 
creatures, as a means to ask: Are the creatures the end of their species or the 
beginning of another? Are they displaced or transported viral creations? Are 
they unwanted interlopers within the seed stock? Are they the carriers of a 
potential future or remnants of a distant past or both?  

The initial photo and video shoots occurred across two main sites. One being 
an expansive wheat farm where the bird character comes ‘into and out of’ 
being. The straw character is realized in the gypsum mines in the sunset 
country. Both the video and photographic images give vision to these 
characters who are introduced into the live performance as projections before 
physically entering the live space. The live performance is set in a disused 
railway building in Mildura where all elements come together and finalise this 
phase of the work.  

Antipodean Epic was created for video and photograph that culminated in a 
premier live performance for the Palimpsest Biennale 10# 2015.  

 The Antipodean Epic- Quarry, performance was re-imagined for the Lorne 
Sculpture Biennale, 2016 and later for the Belo Horizonte Biennale Brazil, 
also in 2016.  

The photographic images, although taken on site, they were not produced 
until July 2016  for exhibition at Fehily Contemporary in Armadale.  

 

The production team:  

Photographer: Christina Simons  

Video Production: Jason Heller  

Cinematographer: Dave Mckinnar  

Costume: Alison Kelly  



Nothing happens in isolation and I give heartfelt thanks to the rigger and 
lighting crew as well as the great team of volunteers and audience.  

The Australia Council Fellowship, Helen Vivian, curator, Tasco Inland, Collin 
Hunt and the Mildura Palimpsest Biennale 10#, have made this production 
possible.  

Mildura Palimpsest Biennale 2015 sends strange visions ...  

www.smh.com.au › Entertainment  

Sep 11, 2015 - About 30 kilometres out of Mildura is a vast wheat-growing 
property. Nothing unusual in that – until Jill Orr arrives. She brings 
collaborators to ...  

http://mildurapalimpsestbiennale.com/artists-thinkers/jill-orr/  

The highlights package see: Jill Orr : Antipodean Epic live performance from 
link below.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xiatgf2z4qffb6a/MPB%2310%202015%20HIGHLI 
GHTS%20PACKAGE.pdf?dl=0  

	  


